heard more than an hour of “public
comment” from citizens both for and
against allowing the vote. Of the 21 cit-
izens offering public comment, nine
indicated they were opposed to the
measure.

Narrows case

By Amy Hubbell
O The Enterprise staff

A comested case hearing over the
permit issued for constraction of a dock
along the Lake Leelanan Narrows will
costinue next month in Traverse City.

The hearing before an administrative
law judge in Lansing began last week
with witnesses testimony for developer
Wayne Tyge and the Lake Leelanau
Lake Association. Called o tesify
were Tom Bensley, who provided
information about the safety of recre-
ational vehicles such as boats; John
Urbain, a design engineer with Elmer's
Crane & Dozer; and Tyge.

Tyge proposes 1o install a 260-foot,
5-foot wide broadside dock with finger
plers extending 22 feet into the chan-

PrOOUCINE PIVUUUL [0 340U UUU {per
year in interest) for the general fund
which we will no longer receive as we
pay for the new government center.”
Bunek pointed out that the county
will face at least three additional costs

e new 1aciuty ¢

Commissioners agreed by consensus
that those issues should be explored as
part of the county’s budgeting process
this summer,

hearing to resume in T-C

nel, or 27 feet from the shore, Tyge has
received a permit from the glate
Department of Environmental Quality
alowing the strecture that is planned in
conjunction with a 22-unit condomini-

um development to be called
“Provemont Village”.
The Lake Leelanau  Lake

Association opposes the permil and
called for the contested case hearing.
Testifying on behalf of the Lake
Association were Christopher Grobbet
of Grobbel Environmental and
Planning Associates; Jennifer Rogers
and Deb Shanno, who live just north of
the proposed development on the
Narrows; Mary and Pete Taylor of the
Lake Association; biologist Tom
Kallison; Grand Traverse Band fish-
eries biologist Brett Fessel, Mark

Luttenton, professor of aquatic ecology
at Grand Valley Stte University; and
Bruce Garland, retired marine deputy.

A written statement by marine
deputy Chariic Belanger was also
entered into the record.

DEQ witnesses scheduled to appear at
the hearing in Traverse City are Robyn
Schinidt, district manager DEQ land and
geclogical division; district supervisor
John Arevalo; and fisheries biologist
Todd Kalesh. The ultimate decision
whether to issue the permit will be decid-
edt by DEQ director Steve Chester,

A site visit by the presiding judge is
scheduled for April 24 and will include
a boat ride through the Narrows, Lake
Association attormey T.J. Andrews said.

“Only the judge and the involved
attormneys will he in the boat,” she said.

the number of graduating seniors. The
end result: a steady drop in enrollment
that is expected to reduce the number
of students in Leclanau’s four public
schools 1o 2,255 by 2008-2009.
Enrollment in the districts is estimated
at 2417 this year.

The wend is statewide. Harwood
said 368 of the state’s 500 public
school districts are realizing lower stu-
dent enroliment,

“There are 400 006 fewer students in
Michigan than there were 10 vears
ago,” the superintendent said.

Suttons Bay’s student numbers have
falen from 1045 I the 2003-2004
school year 1o 910 in 2065.2006.

With Proposal A linking revenue
directly to student enrollment for three
of the four county school districts,
fewer students means less money for
education — not a good thing for
schools which are facing additional
operational costs fn addition to higher
expectations from the state and federal
goverament,

Outgoing  superintendent  Tom
Harwood has suggested Suttons Bay
consider adopting a 5-year plan to cope
with declining revenue.

A continued cry for changes in the

Elmwood considers a new approach to development requests

Continued from Page |

rewrite the zoning laws after the
Planpning Commission found them
imcompatible while reviewing an appli-
cation for a massive waterpark known
as Glacier Bay Resort,

Glacier Bay’s apphication has been
m the review stage for more than seven
months, and appears far from a dect-
ston. At one point, resort officials pat
thewr applications “on hold” while the
wwnship rewrote PUD and Roesort
Commercial ordinances. While Glacier
Bay has ried the process,
ich will continue under guidelines in
seryt ordinences. the new ordinances
will govern fature applicants,

’ posats for the M

tion to decide PUD applications,

Use of a hearing officer evolved
through discussions between township
attorney Jim Young and Val Lazding, a
Grand Rapids professional planner
hired by the township to review Glacier
Bay's application, Kelly said.

Wording in the second ordinance would
place PUD awthority with the Planning
Commnission, which may still endist a hear-
ing officer 1o make a recommendation.

Presently the Flmwood Township
Board decides PUD requests, which
are often sought by developers for larg-
er projects. “Bonus densities” are wiit-
ome towaships mto PUDY Jaw
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ritory, at least in Michigan where local
governments rely on appointed com-
missions to handle the bulk of zoning
requests.

“It’s done in other states - general-
Iy in those states that don’t have town-
ship government,” said Elmwood staff
planner Bill Swanson, also a supporter
of the hearing officer proposal.

While a sife plan review to deal with
the nuts and bolts of development’s
plans woudd still be completed by the
Planning Commission, much of that
work would, o, be done by u hearing
officer. The PUD proposed ordinance
requires that the plan “complies with

circut court,” said Kelly.

Also helping to speed up the process:
The ordinance allows the planning
comunission and hearing officer to hold
a joint public hearing to meet require-
ments for PUD and site plan applica-
tions, “This eliminates the need to hold
a second public hearing ™ said Kelly.

And s0, for perhaps the first thne in
Michigan, a township appears ready to
imvest its asuthority in the zoning
approval process with a second party
- g hired professional,

“Bowould greatly simplify things,
and help 10 expedise the provess
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